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HISTORY OF TOOELE CITY

A general history of the city of Tooele
from the founding of the city to the present
time by

HAROLD MARSHALL

Nestled clesely under the western slopes of the
rugged Oquirrhs, is the busy, little city of Tooele. The

city has grown from a tiny pionesr settlement to a thriv-

ing agriculthral, mining and émelting city. Tts boundaries

stretch from the mouths of Settlement and Middle canyons
northward about two miles into the valley. Two mountain
streams gush forth from these tﬁo canyons and wind their
way down into the valley. These streams were the deter-
mining factors which made this city possible.t

In the fall of 1847 when Orson Pratt, Judson Tolman
and Phinus Wright,-=who were at the time on an exploring

party from Salt Lake-=, rounded Lake Point, they saw to

the southward only a dry, arid valley about eighteen
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miles long and sixteen miles wide; bounded on the north
by the “reat Salt Lake, on the south by a low pass, on the
east by the towering Oquirrhs, and on the west by the
barren Stansburys. The valley did not look very promising
but when the party travelled further along the eastern
bench they found several smill mountain streams weniing
down from the snow-capped mountains and losing themselves
in the parched, sunbaked land. @Goming as far south as the
present site of Tooele they found the two strcams above
mentioned flewing to the north-west. They returned to
Salt Lake and reported the proaspects of the valley and in
October, 1849 several families, among ;hem were the
Kelseys, BevansP Whitneya; and the Wrights, came from
Salt Bake and! founded the present cit& of Tooele. The
town at that time, however, was called Springtown but was
later changed to Tooele. The city receives about twenty
inches of rainfall and the climate is one of the best in
the state,--the thremometer seldom reashing one hundred
degrees (F.) in summer or zero in winter.

The aociél life of this community was very common-

place and unelaborate, All social gutherings were free

and evaryoné was inviteds All such gatherings were first

1
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held under a bowry, which stood on the lot now called
Atkins Park., Later, howsver, about the year 1860, a one
room adobe building was erected and this took the place of
the bowry as the social center of the town. The little
group of settlers came together as often as their bhusy

work would allow and had a real old-fashioned time. Most
of +the social meetings wers held indirectly under the chur-
ch and censequently all gatherings were of a religlous
nature or had a religious feeling present. ‘he social
gatherings were quaint but nevershaless thsy had their good
times and appreciated them more than we do today.

In 1860 there were not more than two hundred souls in
the entire town and these were cuddled together inside the
town wells, This wﬁll, built entirely of mud, was nine
feet high, three feet thick at the boitom and surrounded
four square blocks. This wall enclosed all the houses of
the town and persons would not leave the enclosure without
their guns, for fear of the Indians, Each family owned
a small lot on the inside of the wall which they used for
gardening, But all had their farms clustered around the
“outside of the wall as there was not enéugh room for such

large areas on the inside. For a long time after the town
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had been settled there was only one clock or other time
piece in the settlement. , This clogk was owned by Mr,
Shields and he was presented with a horn so that he might
rise at six o'clock in the morning and wake the rest of the
town,

The first school house, & one room, homebaked adobe
building similar te the first Social Hall, was built in
1856, One of the first teachers was gr. Foster.. Thers
were not many boys and girls te go to school in those days
and the conveniences were not the best. Seats, benches,
and desks were all homemade and the floor of the buiiding
was of the choicest Mtther Earth. Books were acérce and
what 1little the pupils did learn was told them by the
teacher who very often was rather harsh to them. But these
people were strong, sturdy pioneers who were fighting for
a principle and they ever strove on working hard to better
their conditions, They would not give up and as a result
of their struggle we today have a prosperous ciy. In |
1869 the first church was built,-~that is a permanent
buildings up to this time the Social Hall had been used
as the Church, 7This chufch is the seme building that the

L.D.5. South Ward uses today. The social gatherings now
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moved from the adobe hall to the church., About 1880 the
town Opera House was constructed and this structure along
with the church have served as the city's Social Center
uﬁ te the present iime.

In the year 1863 the town was chartered and incor-
porated as the city of Tooele. Before this time the
people had been governed by & town meeting, similar to
%hose of New England, in which all persons eligible to vote
took part. Here at this meeting the voters made laws
and transacted busineés which their local conditions dem=
anded, such as preserving law and order; protection for its
citizens against the Indians, election of town officers,
etc. his govermment was purely democratic, more so than
were the early town governments of New England, because of
the fa;t tha} that all persons, men and women, over &
certa.:':,n age weJ.:'e allowed to take part. All the g.ble-
bodied men were organized into companies for protection and
had to go and battle with the red savages many times before
they were finélly subdued.,

During the first ten or twelve years (1849-1860) of

its establisnment the town grew very slowly: at the end of

this period there being only about two hundred inhabitants,

]
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Consequently during this period industries were somewhat
limited, Farming was the chief occupation. In each home
all the butter, chesse, fruit, stockings, and clothing,
and sorptimes the shoes were made that were used in that
home. Cane and best molasses were made by one or two

of the settlers by home-made machines. ,his molasses was
bartered or traded to the other peopls for grain, flour,
sugar or whatever they wanted and did not have, Honey

and molasses took the place of éugar in most of the homes
as sugar cost about forty dollars per hundred pounds,

On account of the slow means of transportation from

the East to Utah, which wes' entirely carried on by the ox
team, luxuries, or necessities as we eall them to day,
wore extremely scarce andhigh-priced and so most of the
peoplel got: along without them. . Sometimes, howevsr, these
things, or a substitute, was made in the homs. The home
then was both the social and industrial cemter during the
early period, = Gradually the population of the town
increaged and with this increase came a gradual increase
in town-fnduetry. The settlers now began to cultivate
larger tracts of land outside of the wall and as water was

'not plontiful enough to irrigate the whole tract, dry
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farming was inaugurated. The cattle industry bogan and it
has made rapid gtrides in growth ever simce. TIn 1868 a
large flour mill was built at the mouth.of Settlement
'ﬁaﬁyon and tqday it supplies many families in both Utah
and Tdaho. This mill gave the farmers a market for their
grain and in return give them the finished product. Thus
the grinding of the wheat and corn passed from the home to
the new industry. = About this time or perhaps a little
later (1875) the mining industry was begun and today
mining is one of the most impogtant in@ustries of the
city and its surrounding country. It was because of the
fact thatthis(city was in the midst of a mining district
that inllglo the Internatioml Smelter ﬁas congtructed,
The eoming of the smelter was in & way & detriment to the
farm? but it immediately gave . mew, life and evergy.to-the
¢itys  For instance, 1n 1910 the population of Toosle was
about 1800 and at the present. time:(1917) it is estimated
to be b?twegn 3500 and 4000. _ Industries grew very
rapidly and they are still progressing, making Tooele a
bigger, greater agd:more important factor in the devalop-

ment of our Stata.

The early inhabitants were mostly from the British
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Iales,‘--England,iScotiand, and Wﬁiss;~-yetlsome caﬁe“from
the,Scandinaviaﬁ‘countrias. " The settlers were of the
middle - class of these countries and éompriséd a sturdy,
plain, and hard¥working peopnle, Thaf were always ensergetic
and prospsrous and strove for the best and good of the
community. ‘heir ide:s and ideals wers strictly
demooratic ' and they always upheld this principle.

Since the coming of the Smelter (1910) +there has
been a great influx of preople from the southern countries
of Europel (Italy, Greece, and Austrim), into this &ty and
as these-paaple coms from the lower classes it has been
a detriment ' 'rather than an advantage to the city social
life,  Today neariy every. country in Europe and some, in
Asia are represemted in this little city of ours,

English, French, German, Russian, Sc&ndinavi&n, Swiss,
Japanese and the Negro are all here in our com@lex 4
povulation,  The English are by far in the majority.
 To our old English grandfather pioneers, whe ¢onquer-
ed and subdued this wild and barren valiey, we owe the
greatest reverence and we take pride in honoring their

names by pointing out to visitors this wonderful little

city of ours,

o3 Oct. 15!
Tooele City, 1817.
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